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Oh, you sound

2

like a typical guy in the
sense that you hate condoms. Who says that girls
like them?
We just understand
that it will be our vagina
stretching out when we
get pregnant. I wish guys
would see that too. Not
to mention that they can
protect you from the lovely
STI’s which can cause
oozing and odor in places
you didn’t know could.
Your girlfriend sounds like
a smart lady to me–on the
pill and uses condoms.
Back to your question
though, if you were to
have sex without using a
condom and there was an
“accident,” how do you
make sure there are no
surprise babies?
Before I would ever
recommend having your
girlfriend take up to 10
of her birth control pills
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Prowlers steal parking
permits, stereos
|

BY KATIE REESE

Asst. News Editor

Campus police are closely patrolling Central
Washington University’s parking lots in order to
deter recent car prowlers.
Over the past three weeks, approximately 10
incidences have occurred through out the welllit campus parking lots, in direct contrast to the
usual dark areas prowlers are known to lurk.
According to campus police Officer Pete
Ross, high on the prowler’s lists’ are parking
permits and car stereo systems.
“It seems that the prowlers are being interrupted, though,” Ross said. “Which means that
patrols are out there scaring them off.”
Students can prevent car prowls by taking
high value items, such as iPods, Global Positioning Systems, and even loose change or textbooks, out of their cars. Ross also suggests that
students check their cars daily if they are parked
for long periods of time.
For questions or concerns, contact campus police immediately at 509-963-2959 or their Web
site www.cwu.edu/~police. For more tips on how
to prevent car prowls, view the YouTube video
“Hardened Target,” created by Central campus
police.

Watch for next week’s
investigative article on
!
theft around
campus.
!

!

Pregnant?
You have options.

1-800-395-HELP

Hey Amanda,

my girlfriend and I have
sex and I hate using
condoms. She’s on the
pill, but still insists that I
wear one. Can’t she just
take like six of her pills
if there’s an accident?
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(that’s how much estrogen
is needed for emergency
contraception), I would
highly suggest going out
and buying Plan B (aka
“the morning after pill”) at
the local pharmacy. Assuming she’s over 18 years old
she won’t need a prescription.
This is fairly effective
when taken 24 hours after
the “accident.” This pill
works because of the high
dosage of levonorgestrel
which is found in only
SOME birth control pills.
There are only certain
types of birth control pills
that have that hormone,
so her pill may not even
work. However, if your
girlfriend is taking her birth
control correctly, it should
be 99.9% effective against
pregnancies.
My advice would be to
just skip the fight and bear
with the latex! Don’t be
silly, cover your willie!

-Amanda

In Ellensburg call 925-2273
or visit us at 111 East 4th

www.optionline.org

The Observer
!
!

Like the new
layout?
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Have a story to share or a
“safety” question for Amanda?
Send them to wwc@cwu.edu. It
just might be a future topic!
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Greek system recognized by Central
Frats and sororities ﬁnd their place
BY LINDSAY TROTT
Central Washington University
can look forward to something it
has never seen before - a Greek system.
While some picture the stereotype of wild ‘‘Animal House’’-like
parties, others think it is an opportunity to meet new people and get
involved in more activities.
Already, the Kappa Sigma and
Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity
groups are officially recognized by
the school. The Kappa Delta sorority hopes to be officially recognized
by February.
The idea of bringing fraternity
and sorority groups to Central was
originally formed by students. Oti
Bergquist, sophomore public health
major, and acting president of Kappa Delta, researched the history,
requirements, and policies of her
sorority group before deciding on
Kappa Delta, which she felt had one
of the best reputations.
“We want to bring the best to
Central,” Bergquist said.
Bergquist believes that there are
many positive aspects to a Greek
system, such as the fact that fellow
members of fraternities and sororities, such as Kappa Delta, act as a
“second family.”
“There are people there to help
you out at all times” Bergquist said.
Bergquist said that Kappa Delta
plans to get involved with mentor programs in Ellensburg, and
will also work with elementary
and middle school students to help
them prepare for college.
As of now, the girls who have
joined the sorority, live separately,
but hope to share a house in the
near future.
Much like Bergquist, Rhett Jor-

|

Staff Reporter

TOM WICKS

KAPPA SIGMA Members of the Kappa Sigma fraternity group were recently recognized as an official fraternity of
Central Washington University.

dan, senior psychology major and
president of the Kappa Sigma fraternity, decided that he too wanted
to bring Greek life to Central.
“The four pillars of the fraternity
[fellowship, scholarship, leadership,
and service,] fit best with what we
were trying to pursue,” Jordan said.
Both sorority and fraternity
groups have requirements for their
members, such as being in good academic standing and participating
in community service hours.
Since Central has never had a
Greek system, they are getting help
from alumni and others with experience.
Among those who have helped
pave the way for the proposed
Greek system is Charlotte Tullos,
vice president of student affairs
and enrollment management, and
member of the Kappa Delta sorority.
Over the years Tullos has worked
at other universities where the

Greek system was a large part of
university life. She found it surprising that Central had “a sense
of pride with not having a Greek
system.” While Tullos has helped
students interested in bringing the
Greek system to Central, she needed someone with experience to help
her get things up and running.
“[The Greek system] can be a
very good thing,” said Tullos. “But
it needs a sense of direction.”
Tullos feels passionately that
having a Greek system at Central
will be a positive change. Tullos
predicts that once the Greek system
is fully in place, “it will be taken
very seriously,” following not only
the code and conduct for the particular groups, but also following
the standards of Central.
Another
“The reputation of each Greek
system depends on each University,” Cory said.
Others within the campus and

community see a Greek system in
another light.
“Ellensburg is a nice little town,
I don’t think it needs a Greek system to cause disturbances to the
community,” said Andrea Preciado, junior public health major.
“I know there will be students out
there who find it to be a good way
to socialize, but there are already
clubs and organizations on campus. What will happen to them?”
Because the three groups are
gender-specific and cannot include everyone, they cannot be
recognized as a club or organization by the Associated Students
of Central Washington University
Board of Directors.
While students worry that a
Greek system at Central may direct interest away from other
clubs on campus, all of the members agree that they only want to
add to the opportunities available
at Central.

Budgets and Bills

As state legislature meets, Central feels ﬁnancial crunch
BY ANTHONY JAMES

Sr. News Reporter

Since 1999, the legislature has decided the maximum amount institutions can raise tuition. Another bill, House Bill 2306, has carried over from
the 2009 session and would require four universities, including Central, to raise tuition to provide
assistance for middle-income students not covered by State Need Grants.
Schactler said proposals like these are common
early in the session.
“For the first three weeks of the session, people
dump literally thousands of the bills in the hopper,” Schactler said.
John McKean, legislative liaison for the Associated Students of Central Washington University
Board of Directors, said the BOD and the Washington Student Association, a group made up of
student representatives from each school, is lobbying against these bills for fear of uncontrolled
tuition hikes.
The 60-day legislative session began on Jan. 11.
The bulk of budget planning for the state’s twoyear biennium budget occurs during the 105-day
sessions in odd years. But the recession will force
more time than usual to be spent on budget issues.
Central officials, bracing for more state funding cuts, are making further cuts. (In the current
fiscal year, every division absorbed an 8-10 percent cut.) In an e-mail Tuesday, Gaudino said
that, beginning immediately, all purchases over
$2,000, external training or conferences, and any

overnight travel must have a vice president’s approval. Searches for vacant positions will require
Gaudino’s approval, and overtime has to be justified. He also said he and the vice presidents “are
reviewing the university’s organizational structure
to determine if there are ways that we can realign
to be more efficient.”
Employees are being offered incentives for voluntary retirement, an incentive for taking at least
24 days of leave and a voluntary leave without pay
program, which has saved nearly $100,000 since
being instituted in July, Gaudino’s e-mail said.
Most vacant jobs are going unfilled. Employees
are also encouraged to give to the Central Foundation to fund student scholarships.
Students said they are feeling the impacts of rising tuition costs.
Rachel Southwell, senior family studies major,
said she’ll take a year off before beginning graduate school. She said she is paying for her education
with work and loans along with State Need Grants.
Gerard Wanechek, junior anthropology major,
said he isn’t receiving any help from his parents
and is paying for his education through loans.
Ryan Paulus, sophomore paramedic studies
major, said another tuition increase will affect him
“quite a bit” since he isn’t receiving any financial
aid. But instead of taking fewer credits and staying
longer, Paulus said he plans to take out more loans
to pay for his education.
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State legislators in Olympia have 60 days to
balance the state’s $2.6 billion budget deficit, the
effects of which may have profound impacts on
Central Washington University students.
Gov. Chris Gregoire’s proposed budget, which
by state law must be balanced, would eliminate
more than $8.4 million of state financial aid to
Central students. State Need Grants would be cut
for households earning more than 50 percent of
the state median income, which is approximately
$26,200 annually. Those still receiving aid would
only be given enough to cover up to 46 percent of
tuition.
The estimated savings of the State Need Grant
cuts are more than $7.4 million. An estimated
2,889 students would be impacted. Also eliminated would be the state Work Study program, aid for
future teachers and foster youth.
Linda Schactler, Central’s public affairs liaison,
said higher education is often cut back to balance
the budget. Unlike K-12 education, “higher education is one of the areas of the budget that doesn’t
have to be funded,” Schactler said.
Since 2001, state spending on higher education
has increased $462 million, but four-year institutions have lost $108 million in funding, Schactler
said.
Two companion bills filed early this week,
House Bill 2946 and Senate Bill 6562, would shift
the authority of raising tuition to the universities.

|
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Inclusiveness Initiative
Central measures diversity through survey
BY ANDREW RIED-MUNRO

President James Gaudino is asking Central
students to take a survey to voice their opinions
about diversity and inclusiveness on Central’s
campuses.
This is the first step in the Inclusiveness Initiative set forth by the president. The initiative
was created to assess the perceptions of diversity
on campus, and to gauge whether students, staff
and faculty felt singled out and excluded.
Through posters, classroom presentations,
and tables in the SURC, students are encouraged
to fill out the surveys.
The survey asks whether individuals have either experienced or witnessed discrimination.
More than 1,200 students and staff have taken
the survey so far. More than 550 students from
the Ellensburg campus alone have taken the survey.
“Since about 950 students voted last year for
the Board of Directors election, having over half
that as of now is pretty good,” said Lisa GarciaHanson, director of Assessment and Research.
In an opening statement on the Inclusiveness
Web site, Gaudino emphasizes the need for students to have emotional, physical and intellectual security in order to succeed.
“For us to be a truly great university, for us to
focus on student learning, on discovery, and on
creative expression, everybody at the university
must feel included in the life of this campus and
our centers,” Gaudino said
Marian Lien, interim director of the Diversity
Education Center, believes “diversity in its simplest form means differences.”

|

Staff Reporter

RYAN RICIGLIANO

“In that case, I believe there is a lot of diversity
here at Central,” Lien said.
According to the President’s Corner in the
University Bulletin, the president feels the term
“diversity” does not just mean having a mixture
of cultures.
“The president and I have had conversations

since he got here about inclusiveness,” said Staci
Sleigh-Layman, director of Office of the Equal
Opportunity. “He’s explained to me several times
the fact that he doesn’t like the word diversity as
much as he likes the word inclusiveness because
he feels like diversity can be divisive and only including certain groups of people.”
While there was not a specific incident of racial or sexual profiling that sparked this initiative she said, it was the president himself who
suggested the idea.
“The president has always talked about doing
the survey,” Sleigh-Layman said. “He’s been very
specific about the kind of survey he wants to do
and the kind of initiative he wanted in place.”
According to the Office of Equal Opportunity, the last diversity survey was conducted in
1996, but was mainly directed toward staff.
“[The initiative is] really just a desire to ask,
‘What’s the temperature like out there, what’s it
really like,’” Garcia-Hanson said.
Pam Alvarado, a Central graduate student involved with the initiative, said the survey will be
open until Feb. 8. Upon completion, people who
take the survey can print out a coupon to receive
a free soda or coffee at any Central dining facilities.
“We are trying to make it very inclusive and
available to as many students as we can,” said Alvarado.
The general feeling is that this initiative is a
step in the right direction for Central.
“It’s high time that an initiative like this was
put in place,” said Lien.

Ethics team heading to national competition
|

BY ALYSSA SCHULTZ

For the first time since its inception, Central’s ethics team will be
going to a national competition.
The ethics “A” team, the Avengers, is fighting for a first-time victory at the national Ethics Bowl
2010, which will be held on March 4
and coincides with the Association
for Practical and Professional Ethics conference in Cincinnati, Ohio.
At regionals this year the Avengers,
along with their “B” team the Brilliant Beasts, won against their rival
Whitworth University 142 to 137
giving them a spot at the national
competition. They are in the running against 31 hopeful teams for a
national title.
“I think we should have as good
a chance as anybody,” said Alain
Beauclair, ethics team coach and

professor of philosophy.
The Avengers have begun practicing for the upcoming competition
as a team. They practice twice per
week, on top of personal research
for their pre-assigned cases. One
specific case this year is called “Never-Never Land,” which concerns a
chemical company that explored its
own activities during WWII. Another is titled “Baby, Baby, Baby,”
which concerns octo-mom, Nadya
Suleman, and her interactions with
her fertility doctor. Cases like these
are ones that the ethics team must
debate skillfully, pro or con, for a
victory.
“We have been working together
for a long time and I really think that
the Avengers can do it,” said Phillip
Downes, senior philosophy and reli-

Staff Reporter

gious studies major and president of
the philosophy and religious studies
club.
Within the first three years of
becoming an active club, the ethics
team has already worked its way to
the national competition. Last year,
the ethics team lost its chance of going to the Ethics Bowl by a mere four
points with a 2 to 1 record against
Whitworth, 117 points to 113.
“The teams [last year] were good,
but I don’t think they were significantly better than we are,” said Matthew Altman, director of William O.
Douglas Honors College and ethics
team coach.
As the national competition date
closes in, the ethics team and its
coaches are working hard. The team
is currently in the process of fund-

raising for its flight to Cincinnati by
applying for travel grants and asking local businesses for donations.
The Philosophy and Religious Studies department staff fully support
their ethics team and hope that the
Avengers take full advantage of this
great opportunity and enjoy the experience.
“Just getting there is already a
great achievement,” said Chenyang
Li, department chair and professor
in the department of philosophy.
“As a faculty we are very proud of
our students for this achievement.”
The philosophy and religious
studies club, which is in close relation, but separate from the ethics
team, is currently hosting an oncampus event called “A Philosophy
of Batman or Watchmen.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Academic task force created to analyze spending, value of departments
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With the possibility of a severe budget shortfall looming, Central Washington University has
created a task force to evaluate the efficiency of
each academic program.
The Academic Planning Task Force, a committee of 18 faculty and administrators and a
representative from the Associated Students
of CWU Board of Directors (ASCWU-BOD),
spent this past fall quarter developing a process
to analyze every program at Central for cost efficiency, number of graduates and how well it
serves the overall mission of the university.
Using the book “Prioritizing Academic Programs and Services,” by Robert C. Dickeson, as a
model, a process was developed for Central.
“That was our road map and then we applied
it to Central,” said Bill Bender, task force member and chair of the construction management
program. Bender said the process in Dickeson’s
book was revised to place more value on qualitative data while still considering hard data.

|

Sr. News Reporter

Each department now has until Feb. 16 to
develop qualitative data, such as mission, overall value to the university and uniqueness. From
there, the reports will be reviewed separately by
department chairs and Provost Wayne Quirk.
Public hearings will be held before any programs
are cut.
Megan Hammond, ASCWU-BOD vice president of academic affairs, said the process outlined by Dickeson normally takes two years, but
was done in one quarter.
“This is a more in-depth view. It’s something
that may have never been done at the university,”
Hammond said.
Central, like most universities, already has a
wealth of data about the student population and
programs offered, but Hammond said the data
has not been compiled in this way until now.
Central is expected to take a cut in state funding as legislators in Olympia tackle a $2.6 billion
budget shortfall. As approved by lawmakers last

year, Central’s Board of Trustees can approve a
second tuition increase of up to 14 percent to
cover some of these losses, but the shortfall is
expected to be greater.
For the 2010 fiscal year budget, which the
university is currently operating under, academic affairs was the only division to maintain 2009
fiscal-year funding levels.
Bender said the task force is investigating the
validity of programs and not looking to find a
number of programs to eliminate.
“I don’t think there’s a number, per se,” Bender
said. “That may be budget related.”
In academia, Bender said, it is common for a
professor to start a program with great interest at
first, but over time as students lose interest and
faculty retire, the program may become less viable.
The Academic Planning Task Force is separate from the existing five-year review each program is required to complete.
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Wayne Quirk

Cowboy boot wearin’, AC/DC lovin’ provost shows quirky side
BY KELLY REQUA

|

Staff Reporter

On a Friday before the holiday one of the chairs from a charity
weekend, Dr. Wayne Quirk stood and that’s what I use for my desk at
in his office in leather cowboy boots home.”
as he turned to answer the AC/DC
Doing what he often warns stu“Thunderstruck” ring coming from dents of, Quirk tried a variety of
his cell phone. With walls adorned majors before finding his interest in
by Wildcat sports schedules, photos neuroscience and auditory physiolof children in team pictures, and a ogy.
white board with a message left by
Quirk found his love for eastern
a visitor that says “I <3 volleyball,” Washington during his graduate
the office feels like a room in Nich- studies at Washington State Univerolson Pavillion. Only the shelves of sity. After graduation, Quirk taught
academic books and spacious fur- for a while in the Midwest, but was
niture give it away; This is the office enthusiastic to move back to Washof the Provost/Senior VP for Aca- ington where he loves the variety
demic Affairs, Dr. Wayne Quirk.
of outdoor recreational activities.
As the Provost of Academic Af- Quirk is an avid bicyclist and can be
fairs, Dr. Quirk has the job of en- seen riding his bike to campus daily,
suring students get a quality educa- except for when the ice is too slick.
tion, and that the campus faculty
“When you get to be my age, it
has opportunities to grow as well.
doesn’t take too long to fall, but it
“It’s a big and difficult job,” takes a long time to get back up,”
Quirk said. “It includes also a lot of Quirk said.
MIKE SUH
work in Olympia. But the part that
Whatever the season, Quirk enPROVOST
QUIRK
Wayne
Quirk
is
in
charge
of
student
academic
affairs,
but
I enjoy the most is being here on joys cycling throughout the Kittihas
a
lifelong
interest
in
sports,
biking
and
fly
fishing.
campus and being
tas valley with
around good stuclose friends.
dents and helping “When you get to be
“In the Quirk said. “So sometimes when I the students so I get to hear from
to get the resources
summer
we have time I stop and fly fish at the them,” Quirk said. “It’s a way I get
my age, it doesn’t
in the hands of the
take off, and Yakima on the way home.”
information.”
people that know take too long to fall, instead of doLast year Quirk and his son went
In a time when funding for highbut it takes a long
how to work with
ing lunch we east to do some fly-fishing across er education is limited, the task of
them.”
do a hard bi- Montana and Iowa.
ensuring a quality academic entime to get back
Often
found
cycle ride and
“I enjoy the fly fishing but I don’t vironment is especially difficult,
up.”
cheering for Wildcat
come back to get to do as much as I used to,” however, Quirk makes it a priority
-WAYNE QUIRK
teams or breaking
work the rest of Quirk said.
to stay positive and do his best.
Academic Provost
a sweat in the recthe day,” Quirk
With a son who started for four
“He’s a competitor,” Fouts said.
reation center, it is
said.
years on Central’s football team, a “He doesn’t give up. I think in any
no secret that Quirk
Roger Fouts, daughter who is the assistant coach successful person this is a critical
has a passion for athletics. Growing interim dean of graduate studies for Central’s women’s volleyball element and especially for someup in the Midwest, Quirk played and research, also enjoys bicycling team, a wife involved in the Retired body with his job as somebody who
baseball in college and wanted to and often rides with Quirk.
Seniors Volunteer Program, and is defending the university.”
be a pitcher for the Chicago White
“He’s a promising bicyclist,” said two daughters attending Ellensburg
Despite living an active lifestyle
Sox. As an AC/DC fan, he even had Fouts. “With a little more work, High School, the success of Central and devoting much of his time tothe opportunity to work security at even though I’m 14 years older than is something Quirk’s whole family ward work, Quirk enjoys what he’s
concerts in Michigan and see bands he is, he might be able to keep up has an interest in.
doing.
up close and personal.
with me one of these days.”
When Quirk’s son was a fresh“When I wear my central wildcat
In the end, academics took priBesides bicycling, Quirk is also man, Quirk had the opportunity to gear around the state and around
ority over baseball, but Quirk still an avid fly fisherman and occasion- meet his friends and get to know the country it’s always fun to run
holds a spot in his heart for the Chi- ally enjoys the two on a single trip. the importance of meeting with into people who are Central grads
cago White Sox.
“I cross the Yakima River every students and knowing what their and listen to them tell their stories
“I have a chair from the origi- day on the way to work and back, concerns are.
about how important Central was
nal Comiskey Park,” Quirk said. and so I’ve even figured out a way to
“I know a lot of the faculty and to their life,” Quirk said. “It’s a real
“16-years-ago I went and bought hook up my fly rod to my bicycle,” I know a significant number of rewarding part of the job.”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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This student panel is
open to the public and will
discuss the philosophical
and religious implications
of the movie “Dark Knight”
or “The Watchmen.”
This club has also hosted
student panels quarterly in
the past such as “The Undead,” “Star Wars,” “the
Matrix,” and “House.” They
have also worked with Phi
Sigma Tau, a national philosophy honors society, in
bringing lecturer William
Talbott to Central last year.
Any students who are
interested in joining the
philosophy and religious
studies club or the ethics
team may contact either of
the ethics team’s coaches,
Professor Beauclair and
Professor Altman, by contacting the philosophy and
religious studies department directly. Students
are also allowed to sit-in
at meetings if they are interested, but not ready to
commit.
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Faculty readiness: Crisis training session prepares staff for possible shooter situation
BY BRYAN BRICKWEG
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Students sometimes think they are invincible
at college. The reality is that violence can happen
on any campus. Steve Rittereiser, chief of campus
police, is on a mission to keep students safe with
the help of faculty and staff.
As a college town, Ellensburg has a broad
group of law enforcement agencies, such as city,
county, state and campus police forces.
“I feel safe at Central because Ellensburg is a
small community and there are always cops to be
found or nearby,” said Anastacia Synder, senior
marketing major.
In addition to the presence of law enforcement, campus police have established a plan
that prepares staff and students to survive a crisis situation. The Emergency Preparedness Plan
has been in effect since 1999, but was updated
in 2008. Perry Houston, an Ellensburg Police
Department officer, established the plan which
focuses mostly on the scenario of a shooter
on campus, to help others prepare and defend
themselves in a crisis. Rittereiser has taken on
the task to preach the new and updated emergency plan based on today’s lifestyle and what
has occurred nationwide on other campuses,
such as the shooting at Virginia Tech.
Rittereiser describes staff as leaders within
the campus community that should be prepared
for such emergencies.
Staff and faculty are required to attend a
two-hour workshop focused on emergencies
and preparation every two years. Last Friday, a
morning workshop had over 75 faculty and staff
in attendance.
Faculty members at the workshop included
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ANGGIETTA KAMALSAH

FACULTY TRAINING Steve Rittereiser gives presentation on crisis preparation last Friday to a group
of 75 faculty and staff members.

Senior Director of University Housing and New
Student Programs, Richard DeShields, and Senior Military Instructor and Master Sergeant,
Christopher Ward. Central’s diverse staff and
faculty reinforce the fact all departments need to
be aware of the program.
After listening to Rittereiser, the audience

showed interest in his key points; a similar interest that could engage students at Central.
One of the ways Central informs students
about possible crisis situations around campus is
through the Central Alert! system, which contacts students through e-mail, text message and
voicemail.
“I once got a call from the alert system,” said
Matthew Bullatt, freshman undeclared. “At first I
didn’t know what it was talking about … I eventually figured it out … It’s trying to keep people
safe. It’s a good thing.”
According to Rittereiser, more efficient methods are in the works. He believes the current system is effective, but can be improved upon.
Toward the end of the presentation, Rittereiser
showed a video that was filmed at Eastern Washington University called “Shots Fired! When
Lightning Strikes.” The video went through scenarios illustrating ways to prepare for a crisis involving an active shooter on or around campus.
It is now being shown to all incoming freshmen
as part of the orientation process.
According to Rittereiser and law enforcement
interviewed in the video, no program is perfect
and completely prevents a crisis from occurring.
But a good educational program will better prepare students and establish a clear view of what
to expect and how to act in a life threatening
situation.
For more information on the Emergency Preparedness Plan, contact the Public Safety Department at 509-963-2959. To view the video “Shots
Fired! When Lightning Strikes,” contact Captain
Mike Luvera at luveram@central.edu.

OPINION

The editorial views expressed here are those of the writers and not
necessarily the views of the newspaper staff at large, the student body, or the
faculty and administration. They are not to be
considered the official views of CWU.

Editor-in-Chief Darcy Wytko cwuobserver@gmail.com

Editor’s

NOTE:
In this issue . . . .

a facelift, features & fuel
for outrage
You don’t have to take this lying
down.
It’s academia’s dirtiest little secret, and it’s most well-kept secret,
too - students have a say in not only
their individual educations, but
how state governments and universities allocate money towards it.
On the table in Olympia right
now is a proposal that would cut
$8.4 million in financial aid funding to Central (SEE P.3). Work
Study could be eliminated, and
State Need Grants drastically reduced. Those dependent on financial aid - beware. Also at stake are
possible tuition hikes and more
academic programs on the cutting
room floor.
Over the next 60-day legislative
session, CWU’s representatives will
lobby to protect our state funding.
But they’re not the only ones
who should be fighting for the future of our school.
I recently read an MSNBC article describing how tuition hikes
“threaten college dreams.” As a
child, I certainly never fantasized
about attending Central. College was something that I was go-

DARCY WYTKO

ing to have to do in order to get a
real education and a decent paying
job so that I could survive house
payments and feed the children I
would someday have. College was
a fact of life.
So today, instead of living my
childhood dreams, I’m living my
grown-up “fact of life.” But that
same “fact of life” is meant as a
means to have the opportunity to
live the dreams I hold dear. I won’t
have that jeopardized. Will you?
Call your legislators. Write
them. Show up on their doorsteps
and tell them why they can’t make
decisions that will stop you from
getting an education.
Speak truth to power, and the
truth will speak for you. And if the
powers that be don’t listen, go back
to living your own personal “fact of
life” college existence. At least you
didn’t take it lying down.
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be
covering the legislative session in
greater depth. For now, enjoy this
week’s features on artist Richard
Elliott (P.9), Provost Wayne Quirk
(P.5), and our new advice column
by Miss Central Tina Sparkle (P.8).

| Editor-in-chief

DEAR READER,

The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words or less) from readers on current
issues. Please include your full name and university affiliation: year and major, degree and year graduated, or staff position and department. For letters to be printed
in the following week’s issue, please e-mail your letters to cwuobserver@gmail.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. The Observer reserves the right to edit for style and length.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

deep thoughts
BY QUINN EDDY

| Columnist

My friends,
I went into Chase bank and when I got done
with my banking my friend was still with a teller,
so I sat in one of the armchairs in the lobby. A woman asked me if I needed help and I replied, “No, I just really like banks.”
My sister said her last good idea was a week ago. Stuff like that makes
me nervous that she’s in college. I just saw a bumper sticker that read, “Eat
oysters and keep it up.” What they meant by that I’ll leave to the imagination.
Sometimes we have parties and my dog hangs out with everyone. I
guess that makes her a party animal.
I think I’m really good at the moonwalk for some reason. I think its
because nobody has told me that I’m terrible at it.
In Key West they advertised a nightly drag show. I’m a big fan of cars
and racing, so I read the brochure. I learned that the event had nothing to
do with cars. I didn’t go.
On the plane ride back from Key West, I watched a few episodes of
“Ghost Stories” on the Biography Channel. The majority of these ghost activities were small events such as a door shutting or items moving around
a room. This made me wonder, maybe freaky stuff like this happens to
us every day and we just don’t notice. Real life doesn’t have suspenseful
music to tell you something scary is about to happen.
Today at the dog park, this lady told me a story about her fat cat. She
said when his food bowl is empty, he sits there and throws out a meow. I
enthusiastically said “Wow,” but what else is a cat going to say?
It would be a little weird if the cat said, “Look babycakes, I’m gonna
need more food.”
Parting thought – new vocabulary: Swampdonkey (noun): term used
to describe a person another would find repulsive. Used in a sentence –
“Wow, this bar is full of swampdonkeys.”

Send your “deep thoughts” to cwuobserver@gmail.com.

O B S E R VA N C E

Devastation in Haiti: mourning the death of Molly Hightower
BY STEVEN ROGERS

It was apparent that she felt obligated to
make a quick return to the hospital, like she
was personally responsible for all the Haitian
children.

“ Her body was found
among the rubble that was
once the children’s hospital
where she worked.”
Knowing Molly, she probably did feel responsible for all of them.
Then I turned on the TV and what did I see?
That nutcase evangelical preacher, Pat Robertson, spouting off about a pact the Haitians
made with the devil centuries ago to escape
French rule. Seriously, who says it’s okay for
people like this Robertson character to go on

television? The show’s producer should have
just said, “Sorry Mr. Robertson, but your comments are too stupid for TV. Try FOX News.”
If the Haitians really made a pact with the
devil, then why did God send so many good
people to their country to help in their orphanages, hospitals, and schools?
Wouldn’t God just let this ‘devil’s country’
suffer on its own? I guess the Lord really does
work in mysterious ways, because he sent an
angel to Haiti.
I encourage you to read parts of Molly’s blog
online sometime. Her words are a great source
of inspiration, and her story will let you see
what it’s really like to help those in need.

To read posts on Molly
Hightower’s blog, visit
http://mollyinhaiti.blogspot.com.
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Last week I sat at
my computer, trying
to comprehend the
horrible devastation
that had occurred in
Haiti. My mind was consumed by thoughts of
sorrow over the death of Molly Hightower, who
you may have heard about on the news by now.
Molly was a close friend of my family, she
was my sister Audrey’s best friend. Her body
was found among the rubble that was once the
children’s hospital where she worked.
Molly was in Haiti for months before coming
home for a week for Audrey’s wedding on Dec.
12. She had the option of staying home until
after Christmas, but she decided to travel back
to Haiti a couple days after the wedding. Her
friends and family wanted to spend the holidays
with her, but Molly went where she knew she
was needed the most.

| Copy Desk Chief
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Opinion

CULINARY CORNER

My New Yearʼs Resolution: Slimming down, but eating well
BY RACHEL GUILLERMO

The advice column
where you write in,
and this 2009-10
Ms. CWU Drag Queen
tells you how it is.
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Dear Ms. Sparkle,
I have always thought I was a lesbian, but
when I was hanging out with some friends,
I got introduced to this guy who I fell head
over heels for. I have never found a guy to
be this attractive. Does this mean I am not a
lesbian?
— Confused on Campus
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Dear Confused on Campus,
Congratulations, you are human! It is normal for people to experience feelings like this. Do not panic over it.
According to researcher Fritz Klein, human sexuality
is very fluid and it is very rare to find someone who is
exclusively heterosexual or homosexual. Klein developed a scale numbered from one to seven, one being
“Other sex only” and seven being “Same sex only,” with
four as “Both Sexes Equally.”
Klein’s theory of sexuality being fluid means that
through our lives we change — not overnight, but from
years of being human and having the ability to think for
ourselves.
Now it’s important to note the difference between
orientation and identity: Sexual orientation is about
sexuality, while identity is more about someone’s gender
role. Klein’s scale says that in order to identify our sexual
orientation, we must also determine our sexual identity
through these five questions: (Answer with same sex,
other sex, or both sexes.):
• Sexual Attraction: Who are you attracted to?
• Sexual Behavior: Who have you had sex with?
• Sexual Fantasies: Who do you fantasize about?
• Emotional Preferences: Who do you find appealing
emotionally?
• Social Preferences: Who do you socialize with more?
Klein’s scale offers much more: Sexual orientation
does not denote someone’s sexual identity, and just because two people have the same sexual identity doesn’t
mean they have the same sexual orientation. Sexual orientation and identity can go hand in hand, but they’re
not necessarily the same.
Bottom line: Never let someone tell you who you are —
be the person you want to be. Just because you say and
think you are a homosexual or heterosexual, you might
find that one-in-a-thousand kind of person who really
makes you reconsider.
What I am trying to say here is that you might think
you are a lesbian, but you just might not be a complete
seven on Klein’s orientation scale. That’s normal, so
don’t worry. You’re human, after all!

Tina Sparkle

WITH LOVE,
Write in to asktinasparkle@yahoo.com.

I’ll admit it: My New Year’s resolution is
to lose weight. And let me tell you I hate
going to the gym and I LOVE food.
So why, do you ask, am I going to make
myself miserable for the next couple of
months? For one simple reason, I want to
look and feel healthier about myself.
By no means am I trying to be as skinny
as Cameron Diaz. I’ve got curves … and
I like my curves. So I thought, what can I
do to help myself reach this goal without
wanting to kill myself in the process?
The answer came to me as I sat down to
lunch one day: Eat smarter.
Ironically, a fat juicy Kobe burger with
mushrooms and bacon sat in front of me
that day.
This quarter I want to show you that
eating healthier can taste yummy! All you
have to do is think about what you’re putting in your mouth.
Until my recipe next week, here’s a
countdown of healthy eating tips to keep
in mind while you lose that weight.

| Culinary columnist

10) Avoid drinking Monday-Thursday
(and don’t try to make it up during the
weekend). Let’s face it, you’ll lose more if
you quit or reduce your alcohol intake.
9) Don’t eat fried food! Do I even have to
explain this one?!
8) Cut down on your red meat consumption. Although I’m a ribeye kind-of-girl,
replacing red meat with leaner cuts of
meats like chicken or turkey is a healthier
alternative to get your protein.
7) Cut back on your sugar drinks.
6) Maintain protein control.
5) Stop eating after 8 p.m. Those midnight snacks do count, so just don’t do it!
4) Get enough sleep. Hey you burn calories when you’re sleeping … easy workouts!
3) Drink tons of water.
2) Add color to your dishes. That means
eat more vegetables!
1) Variety is the spice of life! Strive for
a balanced diet including a daily dose of
fiber!

READ MORE CULINARY CORNER at cwuobserveropinion.blogspot.com.

Relationships 101

Got relationship issues? Look online each week for love advice
BY ERICA SPALTI

| Online editor

I recently had a girl in class ask me a question regarding my weekly online relationships
column, Relationships 101. She came up to me and said, “I have been reading your column online and I was just wondering…why do you write a relationships column if you
aren’t in a relationship?”
Ouch. Why don’t you just give me a paper cut in between my fingers and rub some
lemon juice in it? Well my friends, I have one simple answer to this: It comes down to
making mistakes. Before I explain, I need to take you back in time to show you how this
column even started.
Last quarter, when my editor told me I could write a column about anything I wanted
to, I was completely stumped. The Observer had some great columns: Sex-Ed, Bargain
Babe, Culinary Corner, the Beer Column, and of course, each weeek’s opinion pieces.
While my column was to start out as an online column, I knew I needed something
wonderful to reach greatness like the other columns. While sitting in Starbucks trying
to figure out what I could possibly write about, I noticed relationship all around me. Not
just couples, but family and friend relationships as well. Then I got the idea.
So where does my advice come from when I am currently not in a romantic relationship? I’ll tell you: my own mistakes. I have made mistakes in many of my relationships.
Not just the romantic relationships, but relationships of all kinds. I hope that people can
learn from my mistakes to avoid making them on their own. I mean, let’s get real for a
minute: We all know that we don’t ALWAYS take the advice of the people who know us
the best, so instead we take the advice of random strangers. My advice that I give to you
comes straight from experience and from learning the hard way so that you don’t have to.
I have chosen the wrong guy, fallen in love with someone who didn’t love me back, fought
with best friends, gotten into horrible arguments with my parents, and been downright
and utterly confused as to whether or not I was making the right decision.
Another reason I chose to write the relationships column is because sometimes when
you are in a relationship, you are blind to the things you’re doing wrong. For example,
people in public places don’t really want to see you constantly sucking face with your
boyfriend, no matter how much you love each other. A little peck here or there and holding hands is fine, but when you hear people coughing “get a room” that’s your cue to stop
swapping spit hard core, but that’s a topic for another week.
Those of you who are wondering why I write this column while currently not in a relationship, it’s to help you. Now that I’ve cleared the air, check online each week for new relationship advice. This quarter’s topics are sure to be a hit!
READ MORE RELATIONSHIPS 101 at cwuobserveropinion.blogspot.com.

“Believe in fresh starts and new beginnings. The capacity for hope is the most significant fact of life. It provides human
beings with a sense of destination and the energy to get started.” - NORMAN COUSINS, journalist & activist

SCENE

Scene Editor David Guzman cwuobserverscene@gmail.com

RICHARD C. ELLIOTT:

Final art series reflects
on life, love and loss

KATHARINE LOTZE

A collage of late local artist Richard C. Elliott’s life is on display at the Sarah Spurgeon Gallery among prints of his ﬁnal
collection, Vibrational Field.
DICK ELLIOTT ART

BY AMANDA MILLER
Senior Staff Reporter
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Richard C. Elliott, locally and
nationally renowned artist, was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in
September of 2007. But that didn’t
stop him from creating art during
the last year of his life.
His final works, the Vibrational
Field Painting series, can be viewed
in the Sarah Spurgeon Gallery at
Central.
Elliott lived for 14 months after
he was diagnosed. According to his
wife, artist Jane Orleman, he lasted
that long because he had his art and
the love and support of his friends
and community.
“I have this sense that he was on
his way somewhere and all these
images gave him that focus to be on
that journey, rather than on an ‘Oh
my God, I’m dying’ kind of journey,” Orleman said.
At the time of his diagnosis, Elliott was working on one of his
“primal op” paintings that is 9.5 by
18 feet. However, working on that
large of a scale while going through
chemotherapy proved to be too demanding. In order to continue with
his art, he developed a method of
painting with his computer, with
the idea that as long as he could sit
in a chair he could create his art.
“The fact that he was able to go
into that zone and create [while
going through chemo] shows that
art was really his life,” said Heather

Horn Johnson, Sarah Spurgeon Gal- a yardwork collage of some of El- always been important to them.
lery manager.
liott’s work. Passersby are greeted by
On Nov. 19, 2008, Elliott passed
Elliott completed 57 works in his bright colors, large-scale statues and away in his home. Orleman spent
last year. Although the pieces in bike reflectors.
his last five days staying close and
his Vibrational Field Painting seDick and Jane’s Spot showcases visiting with him. On his last day,
ries were prints, Elliott considered Elliott’s work with non-traditional he received a lot of phone calls and
them paintings because the process mediums.
talked with his loved ones. Orleman
he went through to create them felt
“One reason I’m drawn to his work said it was a very pleasant day. An
like painting. When he finished his is he [was] cross-disciplinary,” said hour before he died, he told Orlast piece, he told Orleman, “If this Joan CawleyCrane, senior lecturer leman, “Jane, I don’t know if I made
is the one I have to
for the depart- the art or if I am the art.”
end on, I’m okay
ment of art and
“And then all of a sudden the time
with that.”
friend of Elliott was up,” Orleman said. “There was a
“I have this sense that
The support of
and Orleman. “I real sense that we had gotten where
he was on his way
their friends really
got to see [Elliott we were going for 14 months. We
somewhere and all these and Orleman’s] got there together.”
helped Elliott and
images gave him that
Orleman keep goart change a lot
Orleman had a potluck at her
focus to be on that
ing. Friends came
over the years. I home as an end of life celebration
journey, rather than on met [Elliott] right for Elliott, during which friends told
by to read to Elliott and to cheer an ‘Oh my God, I’m dying’ about the time he stories and enjoyed good food.
him on, Orleman
switched to things
“There’s grief and there’s loss but
kind of journey.”
said.
that were glittery at the same time we had 38 years
JANE ORLEMAN
“We were stay- good years - both doing what we
Wife of Richard C. Elliott and shiny.”
ing afloat instead
Horn Johnson wanted to do,” Orleman said. “We
of sinking,” Orsaid that Elliott had a dream and darned if we didn’t
leman said.
wanted people to get to do it.”
Chemo eventually took its toll see his exhibit and feel joyful.
Orleman laughed when she reon Elliott, though, and by May, five
“You sort of see the playful nature membered her surprise at what
months before he died, his blood of it,” Horn Johnson said.
Elliott told her when he was diagpressure dropped so low he could
Orleman is delighted that Elliott’s nosed: “Jane, I want to use this time
hardly sit in a chair.
work is on display and believes that to become a better husband and a
Elliott still managed to complete his vision is completed with this ex- better artist and a better citizen.”
15 more works after that.
hibit. Putting up this display gave
“I thought, ‘What are you talkAccording to Horn Johnson, El- her a sense of completing a mission ing about? You’re going to be sick,
liott was known as one of Ellens- of sharing his work with his friends man,’” Orleman said. “But he did it.”
burg’s leading artists, with public in- and community. It was important to
stallations all over the country, from Elliott and his wife to have the Sarah To learn more about Richard C. Elliott and his art, visit:
www.reflectorart.com
Charlotte, N.C. to Seattle.
Spurgeon Gallery be the first to disMany Ellensburg residents are play his final series in its entirety beElliottʼs work can be viewed until Feb. 7.
familiar with Dick and Jane’s Spot, cause, as CWU alumni, Central has
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Art show celebrates 100 years of women’s suffrage
BY LURA TREIBER | Staff Reporter
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This year marks the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage in
Washington state. In honor of the
centennial, the Women’s Suffrage
Centennial Committee has been
putting on a series of events to
educate the community and Central Washington University about
the contributions of women to
the state.
One of the events is a juried
art show entitled, “Barbie Is All
Made Up and Here Come the
Guerilla Girls,” which will feature
student art from Jan. 25-29 in
SURC Room 137A-B.
“Our students get to exhibit
their work to a new audience,”
said Alex Emmons, assistant
professor of digital imaging and
photography and a coordinator for the art show. “This is the
main reason we make art work
as visual artists. The opportunity
to exhibit work in a themed exhibition, which allows students to
create and present work addressing themes pertaining to human
rights is a rich opportunity for
expression,” Emmons said.
The title of the art show is partially inspired by a women’s activist group called the Guerilla Girls.
To conceal their identities, they
would always wear a mask during
protests and presentations.
“They were rabble-rousers that
were concerned with the fact that
women were underrepresented in
world art museums,” said Karen
Blair, department chair of history
and co-chair of the Women’s Suffrage Centennial Committee.
The rest of the title is based on the
perception that the Barbie doll
negatively influences the female
body image, giving women and
girls a distorted view of what they
should look and act like.
“The idea that beauty can possess only details presented by Bar-
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bie, projects only one option in
body, race, size and class, which
sends the wrong message,” Emmons said. “Because women encompass a vast range of beauty
and Barbie cannot and should
not be the sole representation for
beauty in girl’s toys. And when
the Guerrilla Girls arrive you
know something is up. The nexus

STUDENT ART SHOW

temporary, boundaries between
the public and private spheres,
sexuality, gender roles, and gender violence. The themes for the
show include identity, sexual orientation, race, equality, gender
identity and human rights.
Submissions could be in 2-D,
3-D, video and installation forms.
James Browning’s submission

Illustration by Paula Airth.

of this show is to address some of
the questions between these two
conflicting groups, i.e. Barbie and
Guerilla Girls.”
The deadline for submissions
was last Friday. To be put in the
show, submissions needed to explore either gender or empowerment on a broad scale. This could
include the struggle for women’s
rights, both historically and con-

to the show symbolizes marriage
equality. He made it as part of a
class assignment.
“It (the show) has to do with
equality and feminism and things
like that and I had a piece about
marriage equality,” said Browning, senior studio art major. “The
theme behind it is important,
talking about women’s rights and
equality, human rights in general.”

His piece is a reflective garbage
can, painted silver and filled with
gold rings and it is called “Refuse,” as in rubbish, but could also
signify rejection. He made the
piece in response to California’s
Proposition 8, which restricted
the definition of marriage to only
opposite sex couples.
“How they felt about gay marriage ... basically became garbage,”
Browning said.
The idea for the piece took longer than the actual construction,
which according to Browning,
was fairly simple and quick.
“I just made a piece that meant
something to me,” he said.
The underlying theme of all
the events is equality education,
which is especially important for
students.
“Students come to college to
learn about the world and here’s a
chance for them to learn about a
segment of society that is underappreciated,” Blair said. “I hope
this specific event and whole catalog of events excite students and
remind them of the struggles underrepresented people have gone
through.”
Emmons is on the same page as
Blair.
“Students should care about the
expression and freedom of human rights, Emmons said. “And
students, I hope, would welcome
the opportunity to see work that
raises questions and asks them to
consider new ideas.”
According to Blair, the 100th
anniversary of Washington women receiving the right to vote was
a logical time to look at women’s
contributions and she hopes that
all of the events will call students’
attention to achievements that
might otherwise be overlooked
or taken for granted.

SCENE

“Rebel Girls” to honor women’s rights
BY CHRISTINE JAHNS | Staff Reporter

In the early 1900’s, women and
children who worked in textile and
other factories in the United States
were not expected to live longer
than their mid-twenties, due to
harsh conditions and long work
hours.
The workers of one particular factory in Massachusetts stood up for
their rights and fought for the dignity and respect they deserved.
The staged reading of the musical “Rebel Girls,” directed by George
Bellah and Terri Brown, both theatre professors, will offer a look into
the struggle for women’s rights, safe
labor laws. It will also provide a rare
view at the creative writing process
needed to write a show of this magnitude.
Although this show is not part of
the Center for Student Empowerment’s Women’s Achievement Celebration, it is related through the
efforts of the writers to honor many
of the women who pioneered the
woman’s rights movement.
A staged reading is not a full-scale
production because technically the
musical is still being reworked. It
usually takes around five years to
write a fully functional musical and
“Rebel Girls” is in its third year. A
staged reading has all of the music
and acting but large-scale action
sequences are read aloud instead
of acted out and there is minimal
movement.
Elise Forier, assistant professor,

and Tina Lear, composer and lyricist, have been writing musicals together for years. Their newest show,
“Rebel Girls,” is based on a true
story from 1912, that takes place in
a textile factory in Lawrence, Mass.
The workers of the factory are
mostly female immigrants who
get fed up with the working conditions and go on a strike that lasts
for months. Through determination and teamwork, their demands
are met. The strike helped change
American labor laws and was a stepping-stone in the women’s rights
movement.
“It was the first big strike for the famous teenage union organizer Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,” Forier said. “It
was a momentous moment in history for women and women workers.”
Forier wrote the story while Lear
composed the music. Together they
fashioned the lyrics and created a
tale of triumph in the most desperate of times. In the story, two sisters are in the midst of the strike
and must decide what side to take.
They overcome obstacles that test
the bonds of sisterhood. The story
might seem like an odd subject for a
musical, but according to Lear, it fits
right in and she is surprised it has
not been made into a musical before
now.
“Part of how [the workers] stuck
together was they sang, and they
danced,” Lear said. “It was a historical fact that they were told, ‘You

REBEL GIRLS

Photo courtesy of the Central Theatre Arts Department.

can’t stand in this picket line, you
can’t do this,’ and they said, ‘Fine,
we’re singing, we’re dancing.’”
Another reason the workers sang
was because many of them were immigrants and they did not all speak
the same language. They were all
able to protest through song, break
the language barrier and bond together in their mission.
Many of the songs in the show incorporate Russian, Italian, French,
Polish and Hungarian and showcase the diversity of the workers. A
benefit to having a staged reading is
being able to see how the story and
music flow together.
By gauging audience reactions and
being able to hear the story and music together, it allows the writer and
composer to make necessary changes that will help make the musical
better. This will be the third staged
reading of the musical and over half
of the songs are new. Much of the
story has also been rewritten since
last year. In the last two years “Rebel

Girls” has been performed in Salt
Lake City and New York.
Ellensburg is a slightly different
venue for this production, but according to Forier, Brown thought it
would prepare many of the students
in the musical theatre department
for the real world.
“Most of the time when young
actors are just starting out, this is
the sort of work they get hired for.
They don’t actually get hired to be
on established shows on Broadway,”
Forier said.
The reading will be a sneak peek
into the musical writing process and
the show may have a future in New
York. The performance will allow
both the actors and the audience to
see the beginning of something that
could have a very promising future.
The staged readings will be at 7
p.m., Thursday-Saturday in the Milo
Smith Tower Theatre, connected to
McConnell Hall. The shows are all
free and suitable for audiences age
13 and older.

Sex talk

Dating expert Daniel Packard talks group sex therapy
BY ELIZABETH DEVOS | Staff Reporter

said.
While growing up, Packard was far
from a ladies man. According to his
Web site, he received his first kiss at
the age of 33. And it’s been said that
he is half lesbian, due to his very
emotional side.
Packard was found by six Campus
Activities employees who went to
the National Association of Campus
Activities (NACA) west conference
in Portland, where he was showcased.
“We [Campus Activities] loved his
showcase and decided to bring him
to Central,” Senekhamphone said.
“We hope that everybody at least
half-likes him as much as we did.”
Liz Rich, Campus Activities programmer, is confident that Packard
will be a success.
“Compared to some of the other
events we’ve done, the quality for
this one doesn’t compare,” she said.
Packard has been named the National College Speaker of the Year for
“educating and inspiring students to
be less fearful and more powerful,”

according to his Web site.
Packard will be on campus all day,
visiting classrooms and different
centers. He will also make an appearance on 88.1 The ‘Burg.
According to Alisha Cleveland,
‘Burg staff training coordinator,
Packard will most likely be on the
“NewsCentral” show at noon, where
he will be interviewed.
Packard’s Web site also contains
testimonials from others who have
attended his shows in the past. “I
have been struggling with how to get
along with boys, and you just kind
of made it all make sense,” one said.
“Now I might actually have a chance
at finding a boyfriend instead of
them pissing me off all the time.”
Senekhamphone said, “If you have
any qualms about attending, at least
go for the first couple of minutes.
You’ll be missing out if you don’t go
- it will definitely be worth it.”
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Sex. It’s everywhere we look. In ing,” Senekhamphone said.
advertising, television, radio, magaThe therapy session isn’t going to
zines -- and let’s not forget the sounds be about sex in terms of intercourse,
coming from the other side of the but rather sex in terms of gender.
walls. With all this sex around Cen- According to Senekhamphone, autral it should be no
dience members
surprise that at 7
can be assured the
“We
hope
that
everybody
at
p.m. on Thursday,
show will be funny
Jan. 28, Central least half-likes him as much as they ask quesas we did.”
will have its own
tions they are relive sex-therapy
- GEORGE SENEKHAMPHONE luctant to ask their
Event Coordinator friends.
group with datChances
ing expert, Daniel
are many other
Packard.
audience members
Packard, who has his own weekly have the same question.
radio show out of Vancouver, BritPackard’s appearance is supposed
ish Columbia, hopes to “empower to be humorously educational, as
women to understand what they well as a little raunchy, Senekhamdo regarding their interactions phone said. Female audience memwith men, as well as men’s reaction bers can learn information that will
to what [women] do,” said George help them understand men better,
Senekhamphone, issues and guest and hear the things most men don’t
speakers coordinator for Campus want women to know.
Activities.
The point of the show is to be eduPackard also hopes to “shed some cational but something that can be
light for men regarding how women enjoyable and something to laugh at
think and act and react regarding without falling asleep like many stusituations with love and sex and dat- dents do in class, Senekhamphone

For more information on Daniel Packard visit:

www.danielpackard.com.
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Bertineʼs offers art, food for all tastes
BY JOSH CHAFFIN | Staff Reporter

Light music, big art on the walls,
the smell of food with a laid back
atmosphere – this is the image that
the owners of Bertine’s, a new café
located on Fourth Avenue next to
the newly-opened Raw Space, want
to achieve.
Bertine’s and Raw Space were
opened in conjunction by owners
Don Hines and Dean DeCrease,
whose goals are to create a more
art-focused community and get the
community back into the Ellensburg downtown area.
Hines and DeCrease also wish
to bridge the gap between Central
students and the community.
Bertine’s has a lot to offer, including coffee, Iron Horse beer, all
locally-made pastries from Calahan
Confections and free Wi-Fi.
At the moment the café only
serves soups and sandwiches as
they don’t have a kitchen, though
one is in the works.
Manager Laci Knudson, senior
information technology and administrative management major, says
that business is going well for just
opening and that Bertine’s is already
getting regulars – “people know
their drink before the door opens.”
Bertine’s also boasts regular art
showings, going with owners Hine’s
and DeCrease’s goal of creating a
more art-focused community. For

BRIAN IIYAMA

Craftsman Dwane Harbick plays “Frying Bacon Naked” by Roger Allan Wade for the
patrons at Bertine’s last Friday night.

BERTINES CAFE

example, every other Thursday a
local bluegrass group, Better Day,
puts on a show. Concerts are also
scheduled every weekend at Raw
Space which is directly connected
to Bertine’s by a hallway, intended
for patrons to get some convenient
food during a show.
DeCrease says that eventually,
between Raw Space and Bertine’s,

there will be a show every night
covering all demographics, from
country to poetry to rock. Bertine’s
celebrated its grand opening on
January 15 complete with giveaways
and music.
Lauren Hoover senior recreation
and tourism major said Bertine’s is
“way laid back … I would totally
come to study here.”

To further the intended community feel, all the artwork on the
walls is done by local artist, Rachel
Mack, as well as some up and coming murals. Bertine’s is located on
117 E. Fourth Avenue.
For more information and showtimes visit them at:

www.bertines.com.

RockFest premiere

Various rock music stylings to be featured on campus
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BY LINDSY WHEADON | Staff Reporter
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Get ready for some head-bang
drummer, says that his band isn’t
ing, students.
strictly heavy metal, but is rathAlthough there are a variety of er made up of a combination of
campus concerts hosted by Central, genres.
“The easiest way to describe our
the premiere of RockFest is the first
of its kind. This Friday, at 7p.m. in style would be a cross between
the Student Union and Recreation metal punk and alternative rock,”
Center (SURC) ballroom, RockFest Strait said.
Tim Morris,
will debut, featurAway drummer,
ing performances
by Losing Daysays the band’s
“I like many
light, Lethal Lava different genres of music variety in sound
helps them bring
Land and Away.
and [RockFest] sounds
The event is free like something that a lot something differfor students and
ent to the ordiof students can enjoy.”
$5 for general adnary.
- TIM MORRIS
“We bring a difmission.
Drummer of Away
ferent
intensity
According to
because the inRachel Simonson,
special event student program- fluences that we draw from are so
mer and senior chemistry major, vast,” Morris said.
According to Strait, college stueach of the bands possesses a heavy
metal edge, and the event’s focus dents tend to listen to more of an
on that genre makes it unique from indie-alternative style of music, but
previous concerts.
RockFest gives bands the opportu“It’s a new style of music than we nity to showcase a less prominent
generally have had in the past,” Si- style of live music.
monson said.
“It could really spark a happening
Jared Strait, Lethal Lava Land of rock shows,” Strait said.

The history behind the creation
of RockFest was the recent requests
from the bands.
“The three bands were similar in
sound and wanted to play together,”
Simonson said. “From [RockFest],
we can see if this genre of music has
a following here at Central.”
Similar to other music venue
events, RockFest gives bands that
opportunity to showcase their talents.
“[RockFest] offers a new level
of exposure,” Morris said. “Local bands don’t often play on college campuses and that audience is
huge.”
Although this is the first RockFest
line-up of performances, anticipations are high for student turnout.
“We’re hoping that we’ll pack the
ballroom,” Simonson said.
Students are equally excited about
experiencing the debut of the first
RockFest and being open-minded
to the new sounds that the bands
offer.
“Since it’s the first time for an
event like this you have that curi-

osity of what it will be like,” said
Jasmine Kirchgessner, junior psychology major. “I like many different genres of music and [RockFest]
sounds like something that a lot of
students can enjoy.”
Morris hopes that Central’s legion
of harder edge rock fans will come
out and support.
“Come out and be apart of something new,” Morris said.
For more information about the bands check out their
MySpace pages.
Lethal Lava Land

www.myspace.com/lethallavaland
Losing Daylight

www.myspace.com/losingdaylight509
Away

www.myspace.com/awayseattle
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WinterHop BrewFest

Beer fanatics and businesses convene for annual festival
BY RYAN RICIGLIANO | News Editor
A chattering group of friends
circle around a leather ottoman
– each trying to get their voice
heard above the ruckus. A young
20-something couple cuddles on
an oversized couch with plush
throw pillows. A long line works
its way around Shaw’s Furniture –
buzzing with local news and gossip.
A blaring saxophone player makes
his best effort to be heard above
the din. The common element:
High Five Hef, a ginger hefeweizen
brewed by local favorite Iron Horse
Brewery.
Shaw’s Furniture was one of the
11 downtown businesses that hosted 22 Washington breweries at this
year’s WinterHop BrewFest. Now
in its sixth year, the festival has
grown to 1,500 attendees and was
sold out a week and a half in advance. For $25 a piece, ticketholders were treated to a commemorative 5-ounce glass, $5 in tasting
scrip and an opportunity to sample
a variety of beers.
The festival brought together local businesses, beer enthusiasts and
proud brewers to share in quality
brew and community spirit.

Businesses

Owner Steve Shaw floats through
the crowd, chatting up guests and
keeping a watchful eye on the furniture. Incredibly, in the three
years his business has been a venue
for both BrewFest and The Ellensburg Wine Festival, they’ve never
had an over-zealous customer spill
anything on the furniture.
Shaw notes it’s hard to quantify
just how much business BrewFest
brings his local furniture store, but
he is certain the exposure can’t be
beat.
“People come back six months
later and say they saw us at BrewFest,” Shaw said. “So we have that
residual benefit.”

Alongside Shaw, Jill Harmon,
an interior designer who works
at Shaw’s, is just happy to see the
many different faces that wander
into their store.
“The fun thing about BrewFest is
that it brings all kinds of different
people,” Harmon said. “It brings in
the college students, it brings in the
Ellensburg community residents
that haven’t been in the store for
awhile.”

the Daily Record.
“That would be a great place for a
huge party,” Crites said.
Down the street at The River the
seating is truly standing room only
as eager beer enthusiasts pack in to
enjoy the sounds of Rhythm Junction and the beer stylings of Salmon Creek Brewery, Rocky Coulee
Brewery and Rattlesnake Mountain
Brewery.
Kathy Sample, an education curator for the Yakima Valley Museum,
said she appreciates both good beer
Beer Lovers
In every venue, young and old and community togetherness.
“Often times we
find common
complain
about the
conversation.
lack of community
“You can
Two
friends
events so it’s the
debate politics
experience
communal
thing
and the sucdowntown
that
I
like,
”
Sample
cess of Barack
Obama over a
Ellensburg with said. “It brings it
back to the village
Winter Warmall
the
different
festival concept.”
er. A mother
At first, Sample is
and daughter
merchants. It’s a
unwilling to share
try on different
great idea and my her name for fear of
hats at Mounbeing attached with
tain
High
favorite
an
alcohol-based
Sports. Everybrew fest.”
event. However, it
where
there
soon becomes apare pockets of
- JANET LIGHTNER
parent that this
people, all exManager, Boundar y
changing ranBay Brewer y festival is about so
much more than
dom “Heys!,”
winter ales and
high-fives
IPAs.
and “How ya
“We
need
to
support each other
doins?”
Chad Crites is a local farrier who’s right now – and not financially,”
“having a blast” at his first ever Sample said. “We kind of lost track
BrewFest. He manages two con- of that.”
versations at once as he sips his favorite beer so far – the Snoqualmie Brewers
Falls Winter Hook.
Inside the packed Boys Smith
“We got a babysitter this time, so Vision Center Janet Lightner is
we thought this would be a good impressed. As general manager
chance to enjoy the community,” of the Boundary Bay Brewery, she
Crites said.
watches as volunteers pour a steady
Crites is impressed with the set- stream of Cabin Fever, the brewup at Shaw’s and appreciates the ery’s winter seasonal. Amidst the
chance to go into local businesses chaos created by an overcrowded
that he otherwise wouldn’t, such as room and Cle Elum musical duo,

Ravinwolf, Lightner comments
on how impressed she is to see so
many people from the Seattle area
supporting Ellensburg.
“The tourism dollars this brings
in is great,’’ Lightner said.
Across town at Gallery One,
Adam Coker, assistant brewer for
Pasco’s Ice Harbor Brewery is dealing with some of the same things
as Lightner – long lines, thirsty patrons, and an overall appreciation
for what he does.
“We’ve had a lot of people come
for our beers,” Coker said. “I think
nowadays there are so many extreme beers that people want something with drinkability.”
Coker considers WinterHop to
be one of his favorite festivals. He
appreciates being in the different
businesses throughout town and
not stuffed into one big pavilion.
“It’s not overly crowded, it’s more
palatable,” Coker said. “You’re not
fighting with everyone for a beer. It
reminds me of wine tasting.’’
Lightner echoes Coker’s comments and shares his favoritism toward WinterHop BrewFest.
“You can experience downtown
Ellensburg with all the different
merchants,” Lightner said. “It’s a
great idea and my favorite brewfest.”

So what happened to
the beer column?
David Guzmanʼs weekly column
has been moved online!
Visit:
http://exceptionalbrew.
blogspot.com/

This week, read his thoughts on
this yearʼs WinterHop BrewFest.
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Review: “Up in the Air”
CHRISTINE JAHNS

Movie Critic

From Director Jason Reitman
(“Juno”) comes “Up in the Air,” a
story about Ryan Bingham (George
Clooney), a man who fires people
for a living. He is constantly flying
from city to city, living out of a suitcase and aiming to earn a seemingly
insurmountable number of frequent flyer miles. He is very content
in his way of life, but when Natalie
(Anna Kendrick), a young college
graduate, creates a computer conferencing system, Ryan is in danger
of being grounded in Omaha in-

definitely.
To counter Natalie, Ryan takes
her along with him to show her the
techniques needed to fire someone and the necessity of firing him
or her in person. In the process he
grows closer to a fellow frequent
flyer, Alex (Vera Farmiga), and begins to reevaluate his way of life.
The story is intriguing and has
already won a Golden Globe for
Best Screenplay. There is a very real
quality to the story that is solidified
when the audience is introduced to
the large number of people Bingham fires on a daily basis. Their
reactions are genuine and it relates
to the growing economic problems
the nation is facing today.
The life of Bingham can seem a
little bleak, but through his journey

he is able to make lasting connections that change him for the better.
The action is limited but the characters successfully drive the film.
Clooney does a fantastic job of
portraying the happy yet somewhat
unsatisfied nomadic Bingham and
is able to be both comical and serious when needed. He is charming
and is able to connect with the subjects he is firing, allowing them the
opportunities to move on to bigger
and better things.
A surprising performance comes
from Kendrick as Natalie. Natalie is
obnoxious and arrogant but as she
journeys across the country and
sees first-hand the kind of things
required for her job, she warms to
her subjects and is able to make actual connections. Kendrick’s ability

START ReAdy foR chAllengeS.

START TAKing on chAllengeS.

the

START STAnding ApART
pART
pART.
ART.

to showcase her versatility shows
the audience why she was nominated for a Golden Globe.
The journey taken through this
dramatic comedy evokes several
emotions and takes the audience
on a roller coaster ride through the
human psyche. The characters start
out aiming for success and individual gain but in the end, those who
have learned from their mistakes
are able to see their potential and
the value of those in their life.
The story is a little predictable at
times but the true value of the movie comes from the phenomenal performances of each actor and actress.
Even the minor roles of the fired
employees were thought out and executed with perfection. Any downfall in the plot is overshadowed by
the acting and the characters created by Reitman.
Overall the film is well developed and brings out a side of human life that is usually difficult to
display in an hour and 45 minutes.
It is witty yet dramatic and brings
forth a variety of actors and actresses in one cohesive story.
I would recommend it to someone who is looking for not only a
good story but one that will make
you think and evaluate your place
in life. I give this film an 8 out of
10.

START ReAdy foR leAdeRShip.
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21

Manuary Speaker
Eric Boles
SURC Theatre
7 p.m. - FREE

21

Central Open Mic
SURC Pit
7 p.m. - FREE

24

Clarinet Music
by Women
Composers
7 p.m. SURC
Theatre - FREE

25

Monday Movie
Madness Presents
“UP”
SURC Theatre,
7 p.m. - FREE

27

CAH Speaker
Series: Mike
Ervin
Black 151,
4 p.m. - FREE

START climbing higheR.

START ReAdy foR The fuTuRe.
START TAking chARge.

START STRong.
SM

There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Enroll in the Army ROTC
Leader’s Training Course at CWU and you will be ready for life after
college. Because when you attend this 4-week leadership
development course, you will take on new challenges and
adventures. You will also be on course for a career as an Army
Officer.
To get started, contact the Dept of Military Science
or visit: http://www.cwu.edu/~roo/.
PAID LEADER TRAINING INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR CWU STUDENTS!
COMPLETE THE LEADER'S TRAINING COURSE! EARN A FULL TUITION AND FEES SCHOLARSHIP!
CALL 509-963-3581 OR EMAIL: ARMYROTC@CWU.EDU
©2008. paid for by the united States Army. All rights reserved.
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Wildcats suffer heartbreaking loss
Men’s basketball loses in last seconds free throws
BY KEVIN PROCTOR |

Basketball Stats
Thursday 1/14:
Central 120 Alaska 103
Player

Clyde
Sivak
Sprinker
Clift
Perez
Snowden
Miller
Shelton
Gibler
Tyler
Nelson

Min FGM-A

26
21
29
19
31
15
13
10
7
22
7

Reb Ast Points

5-10
3-5
8-13
5-13
8-13
3-13
2-4
1-3
1-1
8-14
0-0

8
1
15
5
3
2
7
1
0
2
0

2
1
2
5
7
4
2
0
1
3
1

12
9
18
14
22
7
6
2
4
26
0

GNAC Men’s Basketball
Conference
			
Seattle Pacific 		
Western Washington
Central Washington
Alaska Anchorage
Montana State Billings
Northwest Nazarene
Saint Martin’s 		
Alaska Fairbanks
Western Oregon

W
3
3
3
2
2
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1
1
2
3
3
4

Overall
W
12
16
9
11
8
10
11
5
7

L
2
2
5
3
4
5
4
7
8

Saturday 1/16:

Player

Clyde
Sivak
Sprinker
Clift
Perez
Snowden
Miller
Gibler
Tyler

Min FGM-A Reb Ast Points

19
38
16
24
26
14
14
24
25

1-2
4-5
2-6
0-6
2-8
1-5
1-5
4-5
2-7

6
3
4
6
4
3
1
5
1

0
1
0
1
0
0
1
2
3

3
14
6
4
6
3
3
13
14

After winning their last five games in six minutes of the first half, helping give
a row, the Wildcats saw their winning Central a 31-25 lead heading into halfstreak come to a halt last Saturday night, time.
as Alaska Anchorage hit two free throws
“The first half we didn’t shoot parwith .4 seconds left in regulation to give ticularly well,” said Sivak “It was noththe Seawolves a 67-66 victory over the ing that they really did, we just missed
Wildcats. This marked the first loss in shots.”
the Great Northwest Athletic ConferDuring the second half the physience (GNAC) for the Wildcats, who now cal play started to pick up between the
sit 3-1 in conference play, 9-5 overall.
two inter conference rivals. Each team
“We have a tough one on Saturday traded baskets early on, until Alaska of
with Western coming in,” said senior Anchorage scored 11 points in a stretch
forward Riley Sivak. “As we come back of less than three minutes. They had the
on Tuesday we have to
make sure we’re ready
to go in practice.”
Last
Thursday,
Central hosted Alaska
at Nicholson Pavilion.
In a dominating performance by Central,
the Wildcats thumped
the Nanooks 120-103.
With lead scorer JC
Cook (15.8ppg) still
out with injury, there
was question as to
whether or not Central would be able to
sustain its winning
streak. However, reserve junior guard
Humberto Perez saw
his second consecutive start, and didn’t
disappoint. For the
game, Perez shot an
efficient 8-13, including six 3-point baskets made en route to
a 22-point effort, as
well as adding 7 assists.
Junior guard Toussaint Tyler led all scorers with 26 points
off the bench,
NATE WALLEN
including
three
CHRIS SPRINKER fights for position against Alaska last Thursday.
3-pointers himself,
in just 22 minutes
of action. Both Tyler and Perez have lead for the first time during the game
stepped up considerably in the wake of at the 13:41 mark, 39-38. With just over
Cook’s injury, as the two guards estab- four minutes left in the game and the
lished career highs and combined for score 59-65 in favor of Anchorage, Cen48 points against Alaska. Junior center tral was in the real danger of dropping
Chris Sprinker stuffed the stat sheet as their first GNAC contest. However, Tywell, totaling 18 points, 15 rebounds, 2 ler and Sivak sank four free throw back
assists and 2 blocks. Sophomore forward to back, after a technical and shooting
Roby Clyde anchored the defense, as he foul committed by Alaska.
has all season, grabbing 8 rebounds with
With the score now 65-63, the Wild6 blocks. The 6 rejections were a career cats got back-to-back stops on defense,
high as Central dismantled Alaska last and Sivak cut the lead to one after splitThursday.
ting a pair of free throws. After another
Riding high with their five-game win- stop by the defense, Tyler was fouled
ning streak, Saturday proved to be much again and stepped to the line with 35 secmore of a challenge for Central Wash- onds left and a chance to re-gain the lead.
ington against Alaska of Anchorage. The crowd was on the edge of their seats
With their 11-3 overall record, the Sea- and Tyler calmly knocked down both atwolves brought their physical defense tempts. Central took the lead 66-65.
to Central, and looked to knock off the
“Knowing that you got your teamfirst-placed Wildcats.
mates and your coaches behind you,
Central jumped out to an early 14-4 it makes it a lot easier to step up to the
lead midway through the first half, off line,” said Tyler.
Alaska had one more chance with 35
of a 3-point shot from Tyler with 13:23
left in the period. Anchorage however seconds left to win the game. After a wild
went on an 11-2 run, cutting the lead to shot by Alaska’s Kevin White, the Seajust one at 16-15 with a little over seven wolves somehow came up with the ball
called a time-out with just 1.7 secminutes to go. With Clyde and Sprinker and
onds left in the game. As Alaska threw
struggling on offense in the first half, the ball across court, Gibler closed out
the Wildcats turned to junior center on Alaska’s Casey Robinson.
Coby Gibler off the bench. Gibler responded by scoring 7 points in the final
CONTINUED ON P. 19
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Central 66 Alaska Anchorage 67

Asst. Sports Editor
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Womens Home Game Schedule

Men’s Home Game schedule

1.21.10- VS. Western Washington University @ 7 p.m.
2.4.10- VS. Seattle Pacific Univsersity @ 5:15 p.m.
2.18.10- VS. Northwest Nazarene University @ 7 p.m.
3.4.10- VS. St. Martins University @ 5:15 p.m.
3.6.10- VS. Montana State Billings @ 5:15 p.m.
Event: Senior night

1.23.10- VS. Western Washington University @ 7 p.m.
2.4.10- VS. Seattle Pacific Univsersity @ 7:30 p.m.
2.20.10- VS. Northwest Nazarene University @ 7 p.m.
3.4.10- VS. Montana State Billings @ 7:30 p.m.
3.6.10- VS. St. Martins University @ 7 p.m.
Event: Senior night
!
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Lady Wildcats have a tough week at home
Central suffers second half let-downs
BY MICHAEL WINKLER

Coming off their first
Greater Northwest Athletic
Conference (GNAC) win of
the season against Alaska,
the Lady Wildcats looked to
continue their streak against
Northwest Nazarene (NNU)
last Thursday. The Wildcats
jumped out to an early 11-5
lead, but were unable to hold
it. Despite 11 first half points
from senior guard Sara Bergner, Central was held without a
bucket in the final three and a
half minutes of the first half,
falling behind 39-27 going
into halftime.
The second half belonged
to the Crusaders, as the Wildcats were outscored 37-26 in
the final 20 minutes, despite
strong performances from
sophomore forward Sophia
Russell and Bergner.
Turnovers proved to be
costly for the Wildcats, as
Central committed a season
high 29, leading to 30 unanswered points for the Crusaders. Russell led all scores
with 20 points, while Bergner
finished with 14, but it wasn’t
enough as NNU cruised to a
76-53, victory dropping the
Lady Wildcats to 2-1 in GNAC
play.
In the second game of
the week, the Lady Wildcats
hosted Western Oregon last
Saturday. Despite a strong defensive first half for the Wildcats, Western Oregon proved
to be too much for them.
Down only 5 at intermission,
the Wildcats had another let
down in the second half.

|

Staff Reporter

“We felt good about it going into half, we were playing
good defense,” said senior
guard Sara Bergner.
Western Oregon’s high energy play in the second half,
as well as some questionable
calls by officials, helped seal
the win for the Wolves. Central suffered a 77-49 loss to
Western Oregon.
“Some of the worst officiating I have seen in 13 years”,
said head coach Jeff Whitney.
Lack of rebounding and
a total of 18 turnovers contributed to the Wildcat’s loss.
The Wildcats are now at 1-3
in the GNAC.
Bergner led the team in
scoring with 12 points, and
freshman forward Stacy Albrecht had a career high of
11 points. Junior guard Brittany Duerr also contributed
with 10 points.
The team looks to rebound and come out prepared for tonight’s game.
The Lady Wildcats host 4-0
Western Washington for
an important GNAC game.
Tipoff is at 7 p.m. at Nicholson Pavilion.

Game Recap
Thursday: Northwest
Nazarene 76 Central 53
Saturday: Western
Oregon: 77 Central 42
Next: Thursday Jan. 21,
2010 @ 7 p.m.

Ice hockey ready to melt competition
Ice hockey club raises $500 for fallen officers
BY MICHAEL WINKLER

| Staff Reporter

“The thing is, its hard finding players to play. So hopefully coming up we
will get some students that come here
to play,” said Jaymes Kirkham, club
president and goal tender
This season, the team is playing in
the American Collegiate Hockey Association. The competition is strong,
and Central students aim to prove
themselves amongst the other teams.
The Wildcats are already showing great chemistry on the ice.
“We have a tremendous amount
of talent,” said senior right wing
and team Captain Matt Ballantyne.
“The first line is all returning play-

ers and they have been playing for
three years here at Central, so they
have a lot of chemistry and they are
able to feed off of one another.”
The club practices and plays
their home games at the Town
Toyota Center in Wenatchee, where
they are supported a great deal by
the locals.
“I haven’t run into one person
who doesn’t want us to succeed and
get bigger and stronger, and that’s a
big change from some of the other
places we’ve worked with before,”
said Ballantyne.
Their schedule consists of twelve
games and the club is funded entirely by player fees and cover costs.
This makes it difficult to get the
proper budget for things like ice
time and equipment. The club is
currently rebuilding and trying to

play as many games as they can afford. When it comes to club sports,
some teams can have an advantage
due to fiscal strength.
Although winning is important
to the club, they are also looking to
be noticed in another sense. Being a
positive influence to other students
and athletes on campus is something
the club members are trying to accomplish from day to day.
For Ballantyne and the rest of the
players, being on the team means
being a good role model for others.
They plan on continuing to organize charities and benefit games in
the near future.
The team travels to Bozeman,
Montana on Jan. 22 to take on Montana State. Feb. 26 and 27, they will
play in Utah to face Utah Valley University.
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Central’s ice hockey club has
been making quite the name for
themselves. The club, which consists of fifteen players, recently
hosted a charity game against Portland State and donated all of the
proceeds, over $500 in door money,
to the families of the fallen Lakewood police officers. Although
Central lost the game, they have a
promising future.
The club was established in 2002,
but this year, they look to rebuild as
an organization and take positive
steps towards the spotlight.

BRIAN IIYAMA

SOPHIE RUSSELL Sophomore forward goes up for two during Saturday’s against Western Oregon.
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Water polo creates wave
BY BEN PITMAN

The women’s water polo
club is hosting is hosting a
tournament this Saturday
and Sunday at the CWU
Aquatic Center. Captains
and Presidents Sarah Clark
and Denise Wilson will lead
the way for the Wildcats.
The Wildcats hope for
a large turnout from the
CWU student body for support and encouragement on
their home court as they
host the tournament. Six
teams will compete from
throughout the Northwest.
This is the club’s first
year playing in the Collegiate Water Polo Association. The team, along with
the experience and leadership, has set their goals
high, and club members
are up for the challenge.
In it’s second year at
CWU, the Women’s Water Polo Club consists of

|

Staff Reporter

14 members from a wide
range of athletic backgrounds. The club is always looking for interested students. If more
members get involved, the
club could have two teams
competing in league play,
thus improving its odds of
winning it all.
Experience in water
polo is not required to
join the club, however, an
athletic background is.
Wilson has two years of
water polo experience.
“I have played soccer
and basketball in my life. If
you ever watch water polo,
it’s a nice mix of the two
in the water,” Wilson said.
“Plus I was a lifeguard in
high school, I just never
swam competitively.”
If you are interested,
or know of anyone who
is interested in participating in CWU Women’s
Water Polo Club, practices are held on Mondays
and Wednesdays from
8:45p.m. - 10p.m. at the
CWU Aquatic Center.
You can also contact
Sarah Clark or Denise
Wilson by CWU email
KATHARINE LOTZE
at ClarkSa@cwu.edu and
Members of the Central water polo club take a break during one of their matches. The club
WilsonDe@cwu.edu.
will be hosting a tournament at the CWU Aquatic Center Jan. 23-24.

Preparing

school counselors and
counselor educators of

Integrity.

At Seattle Pacific University we feature collaborative and
research-based instruction that includes hands-on learning experiences.
In addition, each counselor education program offers a solid theoretical
foundation combined with best professional practices — all with a focus on
spirituality, systems thinking, and character development. Opportunities
for graduate assistantships and teaching are also available.
spu.edu/schoolcounseling

JOIN US at SPU for the graduate program in counselor

education that best matches your personal and professional goals:
CERTIFICATION
• Educational Staff Associate in School Counseling (E.S.A.)
MASTER’S DEGREE
• School Counseling (M.Ed.)
DOCTORAL DEGREES
• Counselor Education (Ph.D.)
• Doctorate in Education with School Counseling Specialization (Ed.D.)

Sports

“Basketball” continued from
cover
In an attempt to get a better
shot, Robinson dribbled the ball,
creating the contact and throwing
up a wild shot. As time expired,
the whistle blew- foul on Central,
two free-throws Alaska.
“It’s a tough call to make, but
he made the call and we got to
make sure we bounce back,” said
Sivak.
The crowd erupted at the questionable call, as Alaska would
have a chance to win the game.
Casey, a 57 percent foul shooter
on the season, sank both free
throws, giving the Seawolves a
67-66 victory.
“I thought the kids battled, I
thought they battled all night,”
said Head Coach Greg Sparling.
“You hate to lose at home, you
hate to lose like that.”
With the heart-breaking loss,
the Wildcats saw their winning
streak come to an end, dropping
to 3-1 in GNAC play, 9-5 overall. With rival Western Washington on tap Saturday, Central will
have little time to grieve this loss.
At 16-2 overall, the Vikings are
ranked No. 19 in the nation, and
were pre-season favorites to win
the GNAC. Saturday’s game starts
at 7p.m. in Nicholson Pavilion.

Observer
sports needs
you!

Seahawks chose the wrong medicine
BY KEVIN PROCTOR |

Two weeks ago, the
Seattle Seahawks introduced their new head
coach Pete Carroll,
after firing Jim Mora,
just one season into
his coaching tenure.
After five straight seasons of making a postseason run, the Hawks
suffered their second
straight losing season in 2009, finishing 5-12.
Getting blown-out in many of those losses,
Mora was made the scapegoat and got the ax.
Usually I don’t like when teams fire a coach after one season, however, in this case, I believe it
was the right decision. Two big factors stood out
to me.
First, the play calling was very questionable at
times this year. Reverses on 3rd-and-one? Draw
plays on 3rd and long? Countless times this year
I was left scratching my head while watching the
Hawks, thinking, “Did we really just call that?”
Second, it was clear by the end of the year that
Mora had lost his players’ respect.
Players that don’t respect the head coach, aren’t
going to play hard for their team. I saw far too
much arguing and eye-rolling on the sidelines at
the end of this year.
While I agree with the decision to let Mora go,
I’m not so sure I agree with his chosen replacement. At the University of Southern California,

Asst. Sports Editor

Pete Carroll turned the Trojans into a college
powerhouse. His resume at USC is impressivenine years as head coach, two national titles,
seven BCS bowl games, with numerous stars now
playing in the NFL. Carrol’s prowess is unquestionable in the college game. My only question is,
what has he done to prove he can carry this success to the next level?
Before USC, Carroll was the head coach for the
New York Jets for one year and the New England
Patriots for three years, compiling a 33-31 record
with only one playoff win. He was then fired after
the 1999 season, when his Patriots finished 8-8,
missing the playoffs after a late season slide.
Carroll has said that he wants to be more involved with the GM decision-making, claiming
that being left out of those personal decisions
contributed to his rather unimpressive first four
years as an NFL head coach.
It remains to be seen how well he will do in
his second go-around in the NFL, but I remain
skeptical. There have been countless coaches who
have dominated college football only to try their
hand at the NFL and fail miserably.
Carroll has always been a mastermind at recruiting the best players across the country in college football, but the NFL is a whole different story. NFL players are not college kids. NFL players
are grown men, with big egos, making millions of
dollars. It is as much coaching, as knowing how to
manage these volatile personalities.
Carroll has never proven to be skilled at this
and I don’t expect this to change as the Seahawks
new head coach in 2010.

OPR shuttles students to pass
BY ROBYN SWANSON |

The shuttle leaves to Snoqualmie pass at 3 p.m. every
Thursday at the Outdoor
Pursuits and Rentals (OPR).
With the cost of gas riding
the shuttle is a great investment. The shuttle is only $8
per rider and services will be
available through March 11.
“I wish they offered the
shuttle not just on Thursdays.
I work on the weekend at
Snoqualmie Pass and I would
use it if it ran on the weekends,” said Hailey Huffman,
freshman, undecided.
OPR will provide additional shuttles to groups. All that
is needed is one week’s notice
in before the trip and a group
of five of more.
“Not many students are
aware of this,” said Ryan Hopkins, outdoor coordinator.
Now that the secret is out,
riders can get together and
take advantage of the OPR
shuttle system.
“Now that I know about
this, I am going to see if I
can get a group together and

Staff Reporter

go up on the weekend,” said
Zach Armstrong, freshman
history major.
The mountains provide
ample entertainment for everyone. The “Summit at Snoqualmie,” is a culmination of
three different resorts. There
is Alpental, West and Central.
Snoqualmie Pass ski conditions at Alpental, Central
and West are all pretty similar. The primary level of snow
is hard-packed and icy. The
secondary level is groomed
snow. These conditions present a certain degree of difficulty for first-timers.
Each resort offers downhill
skiing and snowboarding.
There is also an abundance of
terrain park activities.
According to the Web
site for the “Summit at Snoqualmie” they are over 65 jibs
including boxes, rails, wallriders, towers, tanks, tubes,
hips, rollers and jumps of
all sizes. Snoqualmie is also
home to Washington’s only
Superpipe.

The Summit also provides
a tubing hill for those not
into skiing or snowboarding. The hill is set up with a
lift that takes riders and their
tubes to the top of the hill,
eliminating repetitive hiking
up to the top.
The tubing hill is open Friday through Sunday and twohour passes are available.
Nordic skiing and snowshoeing are also available at the
pass. There is over 50 kilometers of groomed trails, as well as
the many trails that are pushed
further back in the woods.
One tip: Summit West is
the place for night skiing.
West has plenty of illuminated acreage to allow skiers
and snowboarders to continue riding and not limit their
downhill time to daylight.
Check www.summitatsnoqualmie.com for recent updates on ski conditions and
weather reports. The Web
site also provides information for upcoming events and
terrain park competitions.
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Faculty,
Students and
coaches!
Have you ever
blown off a date
to lift weights?
Ran until you
puked? Focused
all your energy on
making the varsity
team?
Don’t like Doctor
Proctor’s opinion? Send us your
story!
Please try to
keep under 200
words!
cwuobserversports@
gmail.com

Weekly fix with Doctor Proctor

